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A landlocked nation surrounded by its South American neighbors, the Republic of Paraguay has

been isolated throughout much of its history. After achieving independence from Spain in 1811, the

country suffered through decades of dictatorships and political strife before implementing a

democratic system toward the end of the 20th century. Today, most of Paraguay's approximately 7

million citizens are descended from the Guaran Amerindian tribe, and many people speak both

Spanish and Guaran. The country experienced a constitutional crisis in 2012, when the elected

president, Fernando Lugo, was controversially impeached and removed from office by his political

opponents. However, a presidential election in 2013 resulted in a peaceful transfer of power.

Paraguay remains one of the most isolated and least industrialized nations of South America.

There's a lot to discover about Paraguay! Each title in this series contains color photos, maps, a

chronology of events related to the country, recipes, list of festivals, ideas for projects and reports,

and back matter including: an index, further reading lists for books and internet resources, and a

series glossary. Mason Crests editorial team has placed Key Icons to Look for throughout the books

in this series in an effort to encourage library readers to build knowledge, gain awareness, explore

possibilities and expand their viewpoints through our content rich non-fiction books. Key Icons are

as follows: Words to Understand are shown at the front of each chapter with definitions. These

words are then used in the prose throughout that chapter, and are emboldened, so that the reader is

able to reference back to the definitions- building their vocabulary and enhancing their reading

comprehension. Sidebars are highlighte
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